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Our College program for Term 1 is in full swing. We have 
welcomed families to a number of events, including 
the dedication service for College staff, Year 7 and VCE 
information evenings, afternoon tea for families new 
to the Junior School, a School at Work morning, and 
the investiture ceremonies of student leaders in both 
sections of the College. In addition, the most senior 
students of the College have participated in their camp 
and retreat days, while the Senior School has held its 
swimming carnival and we have celebrated the Chinese 
New Year with our international students. We have also 
welcomed a number of international exchange students 
from Germany. This current week holds the Year 10 
Camp, Junior school Swimming Carnival and other sports 
events. I congratulate everyone involved in these events 
and acknowledge the superb efforts of staff in the hectic 
pace set by the beginning of another fabulous College 
year.

While it may seem a long way off, the College Open Day 
is only 10 weeks away. Please schedule Saturday 5 May as 
a day our community is invited to share in this great event 
as we open up the College to other families looking for 
an excellent school. On Open Day, we are now inviting 
past students to have a reunion with their peers on a 
5 year, 10 year and 20 year cycle. So Year 12 graduates 
from 1998, 2008 and 2013 are invited to a reunion of their 
cohort at the College this year. More information will be 
available in coming weeks. Meanwhile, please spread the 
word!

Each year, we set a theme as a focus for the College. Last 
year Oxley families would have been well acquainted with 

our theme of delight, drawn from the biblical image of 
the garden of Eden. This year we will extend the exposé 
of God’s love for His creation into a biblical portrayal 
of wisdom. Scripture is full of wisdom literature that, in 
essence, comes back to personal practice. Others have 
noted that participation in a Christian lifestyle is crucial 
to the account of Christian wisdom.

If, as we believe, some things are learned only by 
submitting to certain practices and by being trained in 
certain virtues, this method of learning is certainly true 
of the Christian life and for growing in Christian wisdom. 
One does not learn what it means to love, to be formed 
by, and live according to the wisdom of God apart from 
the practices of the Christian life, but only by continually 
participating in them. Wisdom is thus best understood 
not as something static or purely speculative but as a path 
to take up, a way of life that continually transforms us.  
As the gospel of Matthew records, Jesus says “Everyone 
then who hears these words of mine and does them will 
be like a wise man who built his house on the rock…” 

Wisdom is a multi-faceted attribute and quality given 
by God to all who ask. As James writes “If any of you 
lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to 
all without reproach, and it will be given him…. Wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open 
to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and 
sincere.”  There is indeed a large amount of material we 
can draw on in order to establish this theme around our 
learning this year.

Douglas Peck
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Devotion 
Input / Output
The theme for Senior School chapels this year is What 
does the Bible say, as we seek God’s wisdom and the 
Holy Spirit’s guidance for our lives. In Junior School it 
is similar, with the theme Input / Output - What goes in 
is what comes out. 

During High School, all I wanted to do was become 
a computer programmer. People like Bill Gates and 
Steve Jobs inspired me, as did my cousin who was in 
my mind a computer genius! 

This led me to completing my first degree, obtaining a 
Bachelor of Computing. 

Few would know, my first role at Oxley 14 years ago, 
was actually in the IT Department. In fact, at one stage 
I was a one-man team. How things have changed!

As a programmer, a computer guy, some of the 
technical terms you used included input and output. 
For a computer to work, for it to actually do something, 
it requires an input, code or instructions telling it what 
you want to get out of it. 

A user might use a word processor, like Microsoft 
Word, wanting to produce a letter, a poem or a story, 
perhaps a research project. To get this outcome, they 
input via a keyboard the letters, the words and the 
sentences that bring the story together.  Then, when 
it is complete, they use an output device, a printer to 
print the words onto a page and they have their final 
product.

What is interesting, and may seem simple and obvious, 
is that what you put in, is what you get out. Input / 

Output, what goes in is what comes out! If I was to 
type a short story about a dog named Jed, when I 
print that, guess what comes out?  A story about a dog 
named Jed.  It does not, no matter how much I wish it 
to, become a piece of writing that would rival a work 
by Shakespeare. What goes in, is what comes out. 

Luke 6:43-45 No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a 
bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its 
own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn bushes, 
or grapes from briers. A good man brings good things 
out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. 
For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.

I am challenged by this thought when it comes to 
raising my children. What will be the fruit of their lives? 
What is it that people will notice and recognise about 
your kids?  Will they see them as well-rounded, as 
patient and kind, not quick in temper, full of integrity, 
honest? Will our children rise to be leaders who are 
decisive, intelligent, influential, yet compassionate 
and generous? Will they be forgiving, good lifelong 
friends? Will they be confident and adventurous, will 
they be spiritual, God-fearing and God-loving?

What goes in is what comes out. It is a great 
challenge, what is being stored up in the hearts of 
our young people?  Do we speak words of life and 
encouragement over them?  Do our actions speak 
louder than our words? Does the reading of scripture, 
sharing devotions, praying together regularly feature 
in our homes?

Every word of encouragement the mouth speaks is 
an investment of the heart and out of the heart.  The 
mouth speaks what the heart is full of.  Input / Output. 
What goes in is what comes out!

Pastor Matt 
Chaplain
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Senior School 
Let me begin with a big thank you to our parent community 
for the love and support of their children, our students, 
as we commence a busy year with a significant number 
of events. It has been an excellent beginning and the 
sense of peace that permeates the College makes Oxley 
a wonderful place to work and to study.

The VCE Evening took place last Tuesday and provided 
an overview of the rules and regulations of the VCE, 
as well as some guidance in ways to keep the years in 
perspective and feedback on the next steps taken by the 
nearly 100 students who completed their season at Oxley 
in Year 12 last year. 

A real highlight for all of us was to hear from Grace Spratt, 
Jacob Bell and Gabrielle Wilson-Gardner, our school 
captains last year, who shared the different challenges 
that they faced and how, with the backing of God and 
their families, they were able to enjoy the year and not 
merely survive it.

Last Wednesday Year 7 parents were invited to the 
College to hear about the plans in place for the year 
and some ideas of ways to support their children with 
greater freedoms and responsibilities. After the formal 
component of the evening, supper afforded an ideal 
opportunity to meet up with other parents and chat with 
the teachers taking part in the lives of their children. 
Robust and worthwhile conversations took place well 
into the night and it was highly rewarding to see new 
relationships being formed while established ones were 
furthered.

Friday concluded the school week with the Swimming 
Carnival at Croydon where students delighted in a day 
of perfect weather and great fellowship as competition 
unfolded with a focus on participation and enjoyment. 
From the first 50m freestyle to the final kick board relay, 
students, teachers and some parents celebrated the 
freedoms that we enjoy in Australia. The addition of a 
House Spirit component to the day bolstered enthusiasm 
and kept everyone involved from start to finish.

Somehow in the midst of all of this we have managed to 
squeeze in a Year 11 Camp and a Year 12 Retreat, and our 
thanks go to Mrs Doblin and Miss Hogan respectively, 
together with all of the teachers who have helped to 
make these events both safe and successful.

As we reflect on just some of the moments and 
adventures that have taken place already this year, it is 
easy to remember to celebrate how wonderful life is and 
its purpose. 

In Psalm 144:3, David writes “Lord, what are human 
beings that you care for them, mere mortals that you think 
of them?” and it is indeed an amazing thought that the 
Creator of everything takes the time to provide moments 
like these for each of us to enjoy.

Greg Barker
Deputy Principal - Head of Senior School

Junior School
It was wonderful to meet new parents last week and 
introduce them to our Junior School staff at the New 
Parents Coffee Evening. The Curriculum Information 
sessions, which were ably led by the Home Group 
teachers, were well supported. It is pleasing to hear 
how well students have settled into the new school 
year. Students are setting learning goals and managing 
routines, such as daily reading and homework.

Junior School Captains Mary, Max, Jessica and Ryan with Mrs Gaiser and Dr Peck

Following the Junior School Investiture, on Thursday 8 
February, the following students will serve as our Junior 
School Captains for 2018.

Junior School Captains for 2018
Jessica Graham School Captain

Ryan Jarrott School Captain

Mary Spratt Vice Captain

Max Broadley-Thomson Vice Captain

Ruby Serra Tabor Trojans Captain

Micah Barlow Tabor Trojans Captain 

Aimee Whiting-Le Cras Zion Crusaders Captain

Keishi Sasuga Zion Crusaders Captain

Mikayla Wildish Gibeon Warriors Captain

Jai Manderson Gibeon Warriors Captain 

Kei Kurihara Performing Arts Captain

On Wednesday 21 February, Years 4-6 students 
participated in the House Swimming Sports at the Kilsyth 
Centenary Pool. Our students appreciated the support 
and encouragement from parents and friends as they 
competed in a range of events. We were blessed with 
warm weather too! Congratulations to the winning 
House, which will be announced in the next edition of 
The Vine. 

On Thursday 22 February, we recognised and presented 
badges to all Year 6 students in acknowledgement of 
their role as leaders of the Junior School. In addition, 
our Semester 1 Home Group and Enviro Team Captains 
were also formally introduced and presented with their 
badges. It was a delight to hear from our guest speaker, 
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Marita Simpson, founder and Director of Amari. We look 
forward to presenting our new leaders to you in the next 
edition of The Vine.

Parent / Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday 6 and 
Thursday 8 March. These interviews help to strengthen 
our partnership with parents and allow for the sharing 
of information about your child.  A letter has been sent 
home with instructions for booking interviews online. 
Please call the office on 9727 9900 during office hours if 
you require assistance with this process.

Junior School Volunteer Briefing Session
If you would like to be a volunteer in your child’s class 
in 2018, it is a requirement that you attend a Parent 
Volunteer information session. One of the mandatory 
requirements of the College Child Safe Policy is for all 
volunteers to attend an information session − all parents 
who wish to assist, must attend an information session 
and complete the documentation provided. 

The information session will address the expectations 
and responsibilities of parent volunteers. New volunteers 
must attend the 2018 information session. If you wish to 
volunteer and have not attended an information session, 
or attended one prior to 2017, you must also attend a 
2018 information session. Please note, if you attended a 
briefing during 2017 your documentation remains current 
and you do not need to attend an information session 
this year. 

The dates for the Parent Volunteer Information sessions 
are  Monday, 26 February at 2.45pm or Friday, 2 March at 
8.45am. Sessions will be held in the BPAC Auditorium, for 
a duration of 30 minutes. Your attendance is only required 
at ONE session. Please contact the school office to rsvp 
for either of the Volunteer Briefing sessions.

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God! And that is what we 
are!”  1 John 3:1.

Sharee Gaiser
Head of Junior School 

What Did You Do at School Today?
Prep
It has been an exciting few weeks of learning many new 
things. We have made lots of new friends in Prep and 
are looking forward to meeting our Year 4 buddies. We 
enjoyed PE lessons and playing games with Mr Gaschk, 
and Music lessons where we played instruments with Mrs 
Walker. In the classroom we are learning how to hold our 
pencils correctly and write the letters c, a and t. Each day 
we count how many days we have been at school and 
have already been in Prep for 17 days!

Year 1 
We have enjoyed being scientists and exploring changes 
in foods when they are heated and cooled. It was fun 

working in teams to create spaghetti towers using 
uncooked pasta and marshmallows. We experimented 
with melting and cooling chocolate buds and discovered 
that some foods can be changed back to their original 
state and others cannot. In Maths, we investigated chance 
and probability, classifying events that would happen, 
might happen or would not happen. In English, our 
senses were explored and we brainstormed descriptive 
words that we can use in our writing. After reading stories 
from the Old Testament, including those about Noah and 
Abraham, we gained a greater understanding of God’s 
faithfulness through His promises.

Luke, Micah, Archie, Hannah, Mia and Ben working to create a spaghetti tower

Jessica, Anna, Luke, Jadon, Caleb and Ryan

Year 2
It has been another wonderful week in Year 2. We have 
enjoyed using our reading journals to keep track of our 
thinking as we read. Learning to use the reading strategy 
of making connections has helped us to develop our 
understanding of different texts. In Maths, we have 
explored place value using different hands-on activities. 
We are now experts at representing three-digit numbers 
using an abacus, place value disks, Montessori cards and 
number expanders. We have challenged ourselves in 
Maths to look for opportunities to take risks. Everyone 
has set themselves a risk-taking goal and we are excited 
to work towards achieving them!

Year 3
We have settled in well to our new class and are enjoying 
the exciting challenges of being a year older. Maths has 
been all about place value and larger numbers, with some 
of us being able to say and identify numbers up to the 
millions! We are refining our mental addition strategies 
and explaining how we arrive at an answer. We all LOVE 
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reading and are choosing books that are at just the right 
level for us to learn from. We discovered that reading 
isn’t just saying the words on the page, but is also about 
deeply understanding what we read. Next week, we 
will write narrative texts, making sure to use descriptive 
words so that our audience can’t stop reading. You will 
definitely enjoy reading our fabulous stories!

Year 4
What a busy week of learning we have had! We have 
learned to zoom in on non-fiction text features to help 
us when reading non-fiction texts and look for specific 
information. Our writing seeds for our Personal Memoires 
have inspired us to draft and revise tales of favourite 
memories and events. The life of Moses in the Bible has 
caught our interest and we enjoyed learning how God 
was always present in his life. In Maths, we know that 
mathematicians take risks and we challenged ourselves 
to apply the addition mental strategies of jump, split and 
compensation to help us solve equations. We observed 
the properties of rocks, soil and landscapes in ICU and 
have particularly enjoyed playing charades and acting out 
various properties of landscapes including Ayers Rock, 
The Grand Canyon and other renowned landscapes. I 
wonder what the next few weeks in Year 4 will hold?

Year 5
This week, we have been working hard to understand and 
articulate the strategies we use to solve equations. We 
have encountered different puzzles that have required 
us to search for patterns in number. In English, we are 
learning how to write sizzling starts to a narrative text 
to hook an audience. Students have enjoyed sharing 
their sizzling starts with one another, and hearing their 
peers ooh and aah, as we have been left feeling curious, 
shocked, surprised, mystified, puzzled and wanting to 
hear more!

Year 6
This week, we participated in Bike Education. We put 
theory into practice by riding various courses on our 
bikes. In preparation for our camp to Canberra next week, 
Year 6 has been learning about the levels of Australian 
Government and the specific responsibilities of each. We 
are very excited to be visiting Parliament House and to 
learn about our government first hand. We have created 
SMART goals for the term, considering the ways in which 
we can grow in our literacy and mathematics skills, and as 
an active learner.

Administration
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) – 
Information for Parents
The Victorian Government has established the CSEF to 
assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. These costs are included 
in the levies that are billed to your school account.  If 
you hold a valid means-tested concession card, (e.g. 
Centrelink Health Care Card, Veterans Affairs Gold Card, 

or Pensioner Concession Card), or you are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.

The annual CSEF amount per student will be:
• $125 for primary school students
• $225 for secondary school students

For more information about CSEF, and to download the 
CSEF application form, visit www.education.vic.gov.au/
csef. Note: Application forms are also available at the 
Reception Desk at the College’s Administration Office.  
Application forms should be lodged as soon as possible, 
with payments expected from March 2018.

Please note that the College is required to sight and 
copy any relevant concession cards that you may 
hold to support eligibility for the CSEF. Please bring 
your concession card with you when you deliver your 
application to the College Administration Office.

Upon approval by the Victorian Government, the 
allowance will be paid to the College, which will then be 
applied to your school account.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact either Mrs Dawn Pryor, Accounts Receivable 
Officer, or Mr Andrew Holland, Business Manager, on 
9727 9900.

Melissa Brydon
Office Manager

Homework Club 2018
Every Monday afternoon, Oxley Christian College offers 
a free Homework Club for all students in Years 7-12. The 
program has been running since 2011 and provides a 
quiet working environment for students to complete 
their school work.  

Parents, if your child needs some extra help, is falling 
behind in homework or waiting around after school 
with nothing to do, why not encourage them to attend. 
Homework Club can be used for:
• Completing homework
• Revising for tests and examinations
• Researching
• Completing other school work

Homework Club is a great opportunity for students to 
receive some extra help and tips on how to prepare, 
organise their time and revise effectively.
 
Date   Every Monday
Time   3.30pm to 4.30pm
Location Room 20 (Sun Smart Room)

For more information about Homework Club, please 
contact the College.

Matthew Wynne
Senior School Teacher
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Senior Sport
Years 7-12 Inter-House Swimming

It was a great atmosphere at the Inter-House swimming 
this year with the introduction of a House Spirit Trophy 
for the first time. Students took on the challenge and it 
was a very enthusiastic Gibeon Warriors (Red House) that 
won the trophy. 

The Carnival was held at the Croydon Memorial Outdoor 
Swimming Pool on Friday 16 February and we were 
once again blessed with great weather and a close 
competition between the three Houses. Red House was 
the triumphant winners in the pool thus walking away 
with both trophies. 

Senior Inter-House Swimming

All three Houses were well represented in the pool with 
some great performances in all age groups, but it was Zara 
Schulz (8.23) who broke the U/14 Breaststroke record with 
a time of (45.09) and Dakoda Mathers (7.16) who broke 
both the U/14 Butterfly (36.95) and the U/14 Backstroke 
(39.27) records that caught the eye. Congratulations to 
both swimmers.

The day started with a House chant demonstration.  
Red House immediately showed they were taking the 
House spirit competition seriously. This created a great 
atmosphere that was maintained throughout the day. 

Congratulations Gibeon Warriors!

The event finished in style with a novelty event by our 
House Captains and Vice Captains and another House 
chant demonstration. It was a very close competition 
throughout the day between the Crusaders (Blue House) 
and Gibeon Warriors (Red House), but it was the Gibeon 

Warriors who managed to pull ahead from the Crusaders 
(Blue) to win the competition by 52 points. The points 
accumulated by each House are shown below.

House Points Place 
Gibeon Warriors (RED) 1194 1st  

Zion Crusaders (BLUE) 1142 2nd 

Tabor Trojans (WHITE) 988 3rd 

Congratulations to the Warriors, for winning both trophies 
in our Inter-House swimming this year. All competing 
students are to be congratulated for their contribution 
to their team’s points and all students present at the 
Carnival are congratulated for the support they showed 
their House.

Champion Swimmers

In particular, the following Group Champions are to 
be recognised for their outstanding efforts as they 
represented their respective Houses.

Girl Swimming 
Champions

Boy Swimming 
Champions

Year 7 1st – Dakoda Mathers
2nd – Brooke 
Waldrom
3rd – Izabella Barnett

1st  – Matteo Le 
Breton
2nd – Thomas Steuart
3rd – Seth Tregellas

Year 8 1st – Zara Schulz
2nd – Audrey Oastler
3rd – Grace Sibley

1st – Brayden 
Sambrooks
2nd – Jack Powell
3rd – Luke Shepherd

Year 9 1st – Indigo Lee
2nd – Ella Whiting-Le 
Cras
3rd – Saskia Hupertz

1st – James Kim
2nd – Lachlan Witt
3rd – Ethan Lantry

Year 10 1st – Erin Weller
2nd – Zoe Sibley
3rd – Georgia Collins

1st – Ioan Bugheanu
2nd – Jack Williams
3rd – Charlie Oastler

Year 11 1st - Chanse Mathers
2nd - Claudia Schulz

1st - David Fullarton
2nd - Nathan Arena
3rd - Hamish 
MacDonald

Year 12 1st – Emma Townley
2nd – Elise Sibley 

1st – Jack Dowling
2nd – Cosmo Li
3rd – Adam Renkema

Students selected to represent Oxley at the EISM Division 
3 Swimming Competition to be held on Thursday 15 
March at Aquanation in Ringwood will be informed 
shortly (if not already) regarding their place in the events. 
More information will be available closer to the event.

Our Athletics Inter-House Carnival is Thursday 8 March at 
the Tom Kelly Athletics Track in Doncaster East. Parents 
are reminded that all Years 7 – 12 students are to attend.

Frederik Kotze
Head of Sport
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Music Department
We have had a great start to the year in our Music 
Department.  Private lessons and ensemble rehearsals are 
now well underway.  Here is a reminder of our ensemble 
rehearsal times.

Chapel Band Monday 3.45pm – 5.00pm

Percussion 
Ensemble

Monday 3.45pm – 4.30pm

Camerata Monday 4.45pm – 6.00pm

SITR Rehearsal Tuesday 3.45pm – 5.00pm

SITR Rehearsal Wednesday 3.45pm – 5.00pm

Sinfonia Thursday 3.45pm – 5.00pm

Concert Band Thursday 3.45pm – 5.00pm

Vocal Ensemble Friday 3.45pm – 5.00pm

Vivace Monday 3.30pm – 4.30pm

Cherub Choir Tuesday 8.15am – 8.45am

Andante Tuesday 3.45pm – 4.30pm

Seraphim Choir Wednesday 8.15am – 8.55am

Allegretto Wednesday 3.45pm – 4.30pm

Allargando Wednesday 3.45pm – 4.30pm

Allegro Friday 12.45pm – 1.30pm

Our senior ensemble students should note that our 2018 
Music Camp will be held from Friday 27 – Saturday 28 
April.  It will be held at Oasis Christian Camp in Mount 
Evelyn.

Private music students should remember to bring both 
their school diaries and music diaries to all music lessons.  
To help students to remember to come to lessons, our 
music teachers will ensure all the correct times for lessons 
are written into the school diary as well as the music 
diary.  As stated in our 2018 policy, all senior students 
are expected to attend lessons without being prompted 
by the Music Department. Any lessons missed will be 
charged as a paid lesson.  (An exception to this is if 
an event has taken place at school which prevents the 
student from attending their lesson.) 

Applications to start lessons in Term 2 should be received 
by the Music Department by Friday 16 March.  This allows 
time for timetables to be prepared and distributed before 
the end of Term 1.  If you have any queries about private 
instrumental lessons, please call the Music Department 
on 9727 9675

Angela Peacock
Performing Arts & Events Administrator

Welcome to New Staff
Rose Swyny

Hello, my name is Rose Swyny. I am the mum of three 
Oxley Christian College Junior School children. I am so 
pleased to be assisting part-time in the Canteen this 
year. I feel honoured to be able to be a part of our school 
community and look forward to serving God in this role. I 
enjoy holidaying (of course), family days out and baking.

Art
The Red Earth Gallery at the Mooroolbark Community 
Centre is now showing emerging artists from the Yarra 
Ranges in the exhibition VCE Creative Showcase. Year 
12 Art students (2017) from several local schools are 
represented, including those from Oxley Christian 
College. The exhibition will run till 17 March.

Ruth (class of 2017) showcases her sculptural work

Opening Night at the Red Earth Gallery

Robyn Liney
Head of Art 
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Year 12 Retreat
On Monday 12 February, the Year 12 students spent 
the day at Foothills Conference Centre. Our program 
began with a talk from Mike Rolls, an inspirational man 
who reminded us of the importance of determination, 
resilience and letting go of what’s holding you back. 
His story, involving how he lost both of his legs and 
came close to death at the age of just 18, spoke to 
many of us, and the life lessons he taught will surely be 
impressed on our memories for a long time to come. 
 

We then heard from a panel of Year 12 students from 
the graduating class of 2017, who answered our 
questions and offered fresh and relevant advice for us 
to take on board for our own Year 12 journeys, before 
spending our afternoon outside, strengthening the 
friendships, trusts and bonds within our year level. We 
enjoyed a few games and challenges after a morning 
spent in anticipation of the big year ahead of us. By the 
end of the day we all headed home with some lessons 
learned, stronger friendships formed and feelings of 
excitement and enthusiasm for the future in front of us.    

Sarah Hosking (12.10)
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Congratulations
Kayla Foo (4P), recently took part in a dance competition 
called the National Follow Your Dreams Competition. 
This is a national level competition with competitors from 
all over Australia and New Zealand. In the 2017 Follow 
Your Dream competition, Kayla’s troupe, Victorian Dance 
Academy, won first place in all three dances and were 
awarded State Champions. They obtained scholarship 
entrance to the 2018 National Follow Your Dream event. 
Kayla’s troupe achieved first place in four out of five 
dances they participated in. They are now the National 
Champions in the following troupe routines: Jazz, Neo 
Classical, Tap and Song & Dance. Kayla was really excited 
about her dance competition results and has worked 
hard with many hours of practice.

Kayla at the National Follow Your Dream event

Caitlin Backholer
Junior School Teacher

German Exchange 
Program

 
Sezen and Lisa (centred) being welcomed to the Oxley community

We extend a warm welcome to Miss Sezen Kostopoulos 
and Miss Lisa Rummler who are joining us for two months 
through the BJR German Exchange Program.  
 
Sezen lives with her parents in Munich, Germany.   She 
enjoys tennis, jazz, watching films and listening to music.  
Sezen will be in Home Group 10.3 and is hosted by Sophie 
Wilkinson and her parents, Steve and Fiona Wilkinson.
 

Lisa lives with her parents in Fürth, Germany.  She enjoys 
swimming, skiing and football.  She also plays the guitar 
and flute.  Lisa will be in Home Group 11.16 and is hosted 
by Claudia Schulz and her parents Ron and Roberta 
Schulz.

A special thank you to the host families and the Languages 
Faculty, for supporting this important program.

Caroline Lewis
Registrar

Resource Centre

For many, 14 February is Valentine’s Day, but for many 
it is also Library Lovers Day. This week we celebrated 
Libraries. A place to escape the busyness of the school 
day, a place to relax with friends, a place to catch up on 
homework, a place to be creative, a place of information, 
a place to help open up new ways of seeing the world 
and a place to read, read, read. 

Students were invited to write an anonymous love letter 
about their love of libraries, here is one of the many we 
received:

Love Letters to Libraries

I can remember the second story view.  The toy blocks.  
The navy blue floors.  The colourful covers.  The borrowed 
books of Clifford, Sport and Hairy McClairy.

I remember the afternoons spent with books in corners 
and wandering eyes roaming the many titles of stories 
waiting to be read.  The written characters falling into 
illustrations and off the page as my imagination brought 
them to life.

I remember days, weeks, months of borrowed books.  
Words changing in complexity to form new exciting 
characters I’ve grown to know.

Thank you libraries for giving me a safe haven and a place 
to read friends to life.

Thank you to all students who wrote letters.

Ruth Hogg
Resource Centre Manager
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Free Youth Devotion 
Resources

Recommended for Years 7-9

Recommended for Years 8-10

Recommended for Years 10-12

The College has limited free youth devotion resources 
for students.   Arriving quarterly, these resources are 
available to help students get stuck into the word of God 
and build their faith.

All magazines have  

and  

to chat with others about the real issues of life and keep 
you connected when out and about.

Available at the Resource Centre (on the multi-shelf 
display), Year 12 Common Room and Rooms 17 and 19. 

When students are finished with the resource, they are 
encouraged to return it to the display for someone else 
to take and use as they update their own with new ones 
arriving.

Gavin Fox
Senior School Teacher

School Banking
Calling for Volunteers!

School Banking is a fun way for students to learn vital 
money management skills and to develop good saving 
habits.

Did you know that since the school banking program 
started at Oxley Christian College in early 2014, over 
$2500 in commission has been raised for the Amari 
Project?  We are very keen to keep the program running 
smoothly. Our team of volunteers are doing a fantastic 
job but it has become so busy that we need more helpers.

We need your help! Volunteering as a School Banking 
Coordinator is a great way to help support the school 
community, our chosen charity Amari, and our students.  
If you can spare 2 hours on a Monday, on a roster basis, 
we would love to hear from you.

You’ll be well-trained and supported and will receive 
a Certificate of Attainment in recognition of your 
competencies and contribution.  There are no special 
skills required, just a genuine desire to help our students 
learn how to save.

If you’re interested, please contact Mrs Sharee Gaiser at 
the College on 9727 9900.

Sharee Gaiser
Head of Junior School
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Car Parking and 
Student Drop-offs and 
Collections
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Parents, when dropping off or collecting your children, 
please remember to use the car parking spaces around 
the LMC Church. Parking bays closest to the College 
(on the eastern side) should be used by parents with 
Junior School children, and parking bays on the far side 
(western side) should be used by parents with Senior 
School children.

During the hours of 8.00am-9.00am and 3.00pm-4.00pm, 
cars should not enter the Teardrop car park area unless 
you have specific business at the Admin Office, or you are 
dropping off or collecting an instrument from the BPAC.

For the safety of our students, please take care and drive 
slowly on all College roads, and please show courtesy to 
all road users.

Thank you for your understanding.

Andrew Holland
Business Manager

Student Bikes
A reminder to students who ride their bikes to school  -  
bikes should be left in one of two places;  either next to 
the Food Studies building for Senior School students, or 
next to Room 39 for Junior School students, using the 
bike racks provided.  (See map below.)

Room 39
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Andrew Holland
Business Manager

Oxley Kids welcomes all our families for another 
great year.  We have limited spaces in our 4 year old 
kindergarten for this year. If you would like your child to 
attend for day-care or kindergarten, please contact us as 
soon as possible. 

Kim Sopar
Oxley Kids Director



UNIFORM SHOP
Gate 7, 15-49 Old Melbourne Rd 

Ph:  9036 7359

Tuesdays & Thursdays (term time)
8.15 - 9.00am  &  1.00 - 4.30pm

Uniform regulations and price list are 
available at the Office or online at:

http://www.bobstewart.com.au

OXLEY ONLINE
The Vine is also available online via 

our website:  
www.oxley.vic.edu.au

CLASSIFIEDS
The Oxley Classifieds are a 

convenient way to buy and sell items 
(directly related to the education of 

your child) such as textbooks, uniform 
and musical instruments.

To advertise or purchase second-
hand items:

http://online.oxley.vic.edu.au/
classifieds.php

username:  parent
password:  oxley
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OXLEY KIDS
Early Learning Centre

Open 6.30am - 6.30pm
9727 9200

Feb Mon - Thurs 26-1 Year 6 Camp

Friday 26 Junior School Volunteer Briefing (2.45pm BPAC)

Mar Thursday 1 Year 7 and Year 10 Immunisation

Friday 2 

Year 12 Leaders Compass Conference

Junior School Volunteer Briefing (2.45pm BPAC)

Year 7 Parent BBQ (5.30pm Enviro Barn)

Monday 5 Year 3 - 6 Division Swimming

Tuesday 6 Junior School Parent Teacher Interviews 
(4.00 - 8.30pm Senior School Building)

Thursday 8 Junior School Parent Teacher Interviews 
(4.00 - 6.00pm Senior School Building)

Monday 12 Labour Day Public Holiday

Tues 13 - Thurs 29 Year 9 City Cite

Thursday 15
Year 3 - 6 Athletics

School at Work (9.30am BPAC)

Mon - Wed 19-21 Year 5 Camp

Tues - Fri 20-23 Year 8 Camp

Wed - Fri 21-23 Year 7 Camp

Monday 26
Junior School Leaders Event

EISM Swimming Championships

Wed 28 March            
- Mon 9 April Year 9 / 10 China Tour

Thursday 29 Last Day Term 1

Apr Tuesday 17 Senior School Parent Teacher Interviews 
(4.00 - 9.00pm Senior School Building)

Tuesday 24 ANZAC Dawn Service (6.30am Tear Drop Carpark)

Thursday 26 Senior School Parent Teacher Interviews 
(4.00 - 9.00pm Senior School Building)

Friday 27 Music Camp

May Tuesday 1 School Photos

Thursday 3 Year 7 Immunisation

Wed 9 - Fri 11 Year 4 Camp

Monday 14
Junior School Cross Country

EISM Athletics Championships

OXLEY POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES

The College may, from time-to-
time, review and update various 

policies and procedures.  Online / 
digital copies of College policies 

and procedures can be found on the 
Oxley website (under ‘Publications’), 

or on the Parent Portal (under the 
‘Docs’ tab) which is accessible from 

the College website


