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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Term 2 ended with a flurry of activities 
including the Senior Cross Country, Year 12 
Music Solo Performance Evening, Year 10 Work 
Experience and Year 7 Ancient Times Week.  
We congratulate all of the students involved in 
these great events!   
 
It is now time to embark on a new season of 
exciting challenges in all subjects and at all 
levels.  What better way to launch into the new 
term than to stage a Musical?  The extraordinary 
talents of our Senior School Performing Arts 
students are set to ‘wow’ audiences this week, 
after months of rehearsals.  In two weeks it will 
be the turn of the Junior School students as they 
perform at the JSHAA Music Festival. 
 
This month, there are many events which are 
linked to the educational programs across all 
year levels.  They include the Resource Centre’s 
Book Fair and Book Week, Medieval Week, 
Seniors’ and Grandparents’ Day, Musical Soiree 
Evenings, the Year 10 Dinner, Junior School 
Olympic Tabloid Sports, International Week, the 
Year 11 International Dinner and the National 
Christian Schools’ Basketball Tour. 
 
Teachers were pleased to meet with so many 
parents at the Senior School Parent/Teacher 
Interviews last week.  The opportunity to discuss 
mid year reports certainly strengthens the 
important partnership of teachers and parents in 
student learning.  We look forward to meeting 
parents at the Prep to 6 Parent Teacher 
Interviews and the Year 10 into 11 Information 
Evening.  At each year level there will be many 
more highlights in August, too many to list here. 
 
While Oxley students enjoyed their third week of 
holidays, the staff spent a week together in 
professional development, curriculum review 

and reflection on the school’s Christian mission.  
Their exemplary dedication was demonstrated 
once again during this very challenging and 
stimulating week.  
 
As we look forward to Term 3, we praise God 
that He has already prepared the way for our 
work together on behalf of the students of Oxley.  
We seek to honour and glorify Him in 
everything we do this term!   
 

Sally Broadley 
 
 

 
 

Angela Taylor, Rebecca Bryant & Rebecca Smith excit ed to complete their 
Senior Cross Country run! 

 

 
 

Matilda Roe, Olivia Farrell and Zachary Madrid duri ng Ancient Times week 

 
 



 

 

DEVOTION 

Derek Redmond’s Father  

In just over a week, the 2008 Beijing Olympic 
Games begin.  For the athlete who makes it to 
the Olympics it is generally the pinnacle of their 
careers.  It is everything they have trained for.  
Every one of them has given up so much to be 
there – for that one opportunity to be the best in 
the world. 
 
Derek Redmond was a British athlete who held 
the British record for the 400 metres sprint from 
1985 until 1992.  His dream was to win an 
Olympic gold medal in 1992 in Barcelona.  In 
the lead up to these Olympics he won gold 
medals in the 400 metres at the World 
Championships, European Championships and 
Commonwealth Games.  Although he was 
nearing the end of his career he was in career 
best form.  With a series of injuries from years 
past, he knew that these Olympics would 
definitely be his last.  Coming into the event he 
posted the fastest time of the first round and 
went on to win his quarter-final.  In the semi 
final he was considered the outright favourite to 
win.  If he won, he would run for gold in the 
final and possibly achieve his life long dream. 
 
If you want to see how the race unfolded, type in 
to Youtube either ‘Derek Redmond, Barcelona’ 
or  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDsigCRtoyg 
What an image!  For those of you who don’t 
have a computer or are reading this on a train (or 
are too lazy to go to your computer), Derek 
Redmond did not win – he came last. 
 
About 150 metres into the race he felt as though 
he had been shot in the back of his leg and his 
hamstring muscle snapped.  He collapsed in 
agony and distress and wept.  He then lifted 
himself to his feet and began to hobble his way 
around the track.  His Father, who was in the 
stands, rushed down through the crowd, ran onto 
the track, broke through the officials who tried to 
stop him and ran to his son’s side.  At first, 
Redmond, thinking that this was an official 
approaching him, pushed him aside.  Then, 
realising it was his father, he put his arm around 
his dad’s shoulders and wept and limped to the 
end of the race using his father for support and 
solace.  
 

Our Heavenly Father left His seat in Heaven to 
show us the way.  Our Heavenly Father cheers 
us on from the sidelines, yet is there for us when 
we need Him in a crisis.  Our Heavenly Father 
wants us to put our arm around His shoulder 
when we ourselves cannot go on.  Our Heavenly 
Father does not love us because we are winners.  
He loves us because we are His sons and 
daughters.  It is sometimes only in our moments 
of distress and hopelessness that we realise how 
much we need our Heavenly Father and how 
wonderful He is. 
 
When interviewed afterward, Redmond’s dad 
said, “I got him started in his athletics career and 
I wanted to be there when he finished it too.”  
Your Heavenly Father was there when you got 
started and He wants to be there to help you 
complete your race on earth too.  He is our 
humble, waiting, loving Father. 
 
Yet to all who received Him, to those who 
believed in His name, He gave the right to 
become children of God.   John 1:12 
 
May God bless you and your families, 
 
 

Pastor Dave 
School Chaplain 

 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

By the time this edition of The Vine is printed 
and distributed we will have enjoyed Oxley’s 
debut performance of “Fiddler on the Roof”.  I 
have no doubt that it will be a terrific show.  I 
also suspect that even in years to come, many 
students who have been part of the cast, crew or 
orchestra will look back on the show with vivid 
and fond memories.  What makes such events so 
memorable? 
From a dramatic perspective, and as an audience 
member, we applaud the quality of the 
performance – not just the acting and singing, 
but also the choreography, sets and costumes.  
But as a member of the cast or crew, what will 
most be remembered will be the hard work and 
tears, the new friendships (which often cross 
year levels), the nerves of opening night, the 
bloopers and the achievements. 



  

Education is always about encouraging the best 
performance from our students, allowing each 
student to fine-tune their skills and broaden their 
understanding.  It is always fantastic to watch the 
educational process at work, whether in the 
classroom, on the stage, or on the sporting field. 
 

Geoff Roberts-Thomson 
Deputy Principal – Head of Senior School 

 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

The term is up and running and the staff, in 
particular, have been working long hours in 
order to complete curriculum documentation.  
We have many exciting and rigorous programs 
in all areas of the school.  However at times 
there is an extra level of written documentation 
needed and currently that is the mission we are 
on.  
 
There are many activities planned for this term.  
Years 1, 2, 4 and 5 have excursions and the 
combined choirs will perform at the Dallas 
Brookes Hall on 13th August.  
 
During the Olympics week we will be running 
an Olympic style Tabloid Sports for Prep - Year 
6.  A new House Basketball Competition will 
take place on the last day of term.  All Years 3-6 
students will be involved and training has 
already started with the help of some Year 10 
students. 
 
Unfortunately, due to LMC Auditorium not been 
completed after the fire, we will be unable to 
hold our Junior Concert this term.  We are 
planning for a date early in Term 4 and more 
details will be published shortly of a new date. 
 
Next Tuesday and Thursday are Parent Teacher 
Interviews.  Please make your booking through 
Mrs Caroline Lewis in the Administration office 
if you have not returned your forms. 
 
Today we launched our annual Shoe Box 
Collection for 2008.  Students are encouraged to 
be involved by collecting items or perhaps 
raising money.  Whilst we will have a few whole 
school activities it will not be possible to have 
lots of fund raising activities at school.  If your 
child wishes to raise money it will need to be in 
the community or local churches.  
 
 

Pets at School 
Lastly I know some of you love to bring your 
dog to school for a walk or visit.  We would 
prefer that you don’t have a dog around the 
school at the peak times as some children, and 
adults, are afraid of dogs.  Your dog may be well 
trained but there is always the risk of one 
reacting to a child and causing injury.  It is better 
not to mix children and dogs in a crowded 
situation.  
 
Tomorrow the Year 5 and 6 students will be 
privileged to attend the Matinee performance of 
Fiddler on the Roof.  I trust many of you will 
attend a performance.  The short excerpts I have 
seen are brilliant and I am sure you will enjoy 
the presentation.  
 
‘The Power of a Simple Gift’ is the slogan for 
the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox program but it 
reminds me of the gift of Jesus to all of us.  I 
pray as we work through our busy Term 3 that 
we remember to thank God for all that He has 
given us and how we can be a blessing to others 
in need. 
 
 

Karin Baker 
Head of Junior School 

What Did You do at School Today? 

Kinderoo 
What a fantastic start to Term 3.  Kinderoo 
children have been very busy painting, 
threading, drawing and playing outdoors.  We 
listened to a story called “Little Fern’s First 
Winter”.  “The snow is coming!” says Ma 
Rabbit.  Whilst they play hide and seek, the 
snow finally begins to fall.  Where is baby 
rabbit? 
PreSchool 
Footy Day was so much fun!  We made tickets, 
pom poms and a big banner to run through.  We 
cheered our players and all had a turn at playing 
in a team.  At half time, we ate popcorn.  Mrs. 
Smith was the umpire! 
Preps 
Chilly, snowy, windy, icy, frosty, foggy, cold.  
Preps made a list of winter words.  They made 
snowy pictures and drew themselves in warm, 
warm clothes.  Snowmen were fun to make.  We 
learnt that no 2 snowflakes are the same.  They 
are unique – just like us.  God made us all 
unique and special. 



  

Year 1 
We’re tuning in for our studies about ‘A Roof 
Over Our Heads’ and thinking about our own 
houses.  I like my house because the mossies 
don't get us and we have a beautiful back yard 
and we can sit out there as a family.  (Alecia).  I 
like my house because it is old and beautiful. 
(Rocco).  My house is built from brick.  It has a 
window and bell to ring.  My house is very big. 
(Angela).  My house has bricks and windows.  
My house is double storey.  It is big!  (Hamish). 
Year 2 
The students had a first hand experience of what 
school was like in the early 1900s for the first 2 
hours back at school, to introduce our  term topic 
of 'Old Ways, New Ways'.  The students were 
fascinated to think what it would have been like 
to live way back then.  “What games did they 
play?”; “How did they get to school and what 
did they have to dress in to go to school?” are 
just some of the questions that we are discussing 
and finding answers to. 
Year 3 
We had a great holiday but are now 
enthusiastically looking forward to a great Term 
3.  We have enjoyed working in our Literature 
Circles – each of us having a special role to play.  
Pretending to be one of Joseph’s brothers was 
lots of fun during our Readers’ Theatre. 
Year 4 
Year 4 students have been thinking about the 
processes that turn raw products into useable 
products.  We have created ‘wonder walls’ with 
all sorts of questions about how food and 
products are made. 
Year 5 
It was exciting this week because we had a lot of 
stories to share from our holidays.  We found out 
that our teachers went to Queensland.  It is good 
to be back in school and learning new things 
such as the importance of commas and 
apostrophies i.e.” The student”, said the teacher, 
“is crazy.”  “The student said the teacher is 
crazy!” 
Year 6 
Year 6 students have begun studying the earth 
and natural disasters.  6G had an interesting first 
lesson which included hairdryers, cotton balls, 
water squirters and lots of clues!  It was fun!  
The students have also been enjoying many 
sports finals including a muddy cricket and tee 
ball final.  Well done Year 6 on a great start to 
the term!!! 
 

Student of the Week 

Week beginning Monday, 21st July 
 
1L Tamara Schmandtke 1S Brehanna Pillifeant 
2A Andrew Enache 2T Rebecca Sutton 
3L Sarah Lewis 3P Ben Fooks 
4G Isabel Fielder 4B Manon Schey 
5Wa Ebony Cummings 5W Jacqueline Saward 
6B Benjamin Fusco 6G Courtney Frost 
6S Nicholas Gunther 
 

Week beginning Monday, 28th July  
 
1L Claudia Schulz 1S Monet Nutter 
2A Harry Myers 2T Eddie Clark 
3L Kaylah Cuthbert 3P Caitlin Walker 
4G Elysia Yee 4B Tilly Byrne 
5Wa Caleb Rouse 5W Aaron Di Placido 
6B Jaime Schey 6G Luke Gaschk 
6S Benjamin Winger 
 
 

ADMIN 

Pick Up & Drop Off in Billanook Way 

Over many years the school has written to 
parents requesting that parents drop off and pick 
up students from the designated areas within the 
school property.  Unfortunately, there have been 
many complaints from our neighbours in 
Billanook Way because of the disregard by some 
parents of the traffic signage and frequent 
obstruction to access of their property.  This 
creates a dangerous environment for the pick up 
of students.  You will be aware that we have 
requested many times for respect of both the 
road rules and the rights of property owners in 
Billanook Way.  Unfortunately, the school has 
no jurisdiction to manage traffic infringements 
on a public road and has relied on you to adhere 
to road laws and on the authorities to manage the 
legal aspects. 
 
A traffic incident this week has resulted in a 
formal complaint to the Lilydale police.  We 
have been advised by the police that the 
complaint is being investigated.  The school has 
also been asked by Lilydale police to advise 
parents/drivers that they intend to regularly 
patrol Billanook Way to ensure that the law is 
obeyed when children are being collected from 
the school.  Drivers found disobeying the traffic 
requirements or disrupting the free access of 
residents to and from their property will be fined. 



  

We urgently seek your co-operation to obey the 
traffic requirements in this congested area or, 
alternatively, collect students from within the 
property.  The flow of traffic into and out of the 
property has improved markedly with the 
construction of a new roundabout, the 
bituminization and widening of Old Melbourne 
Road and with controlled intersections in 
Kimberley Drive and Maroondah Highway.  The 
school works hard to be a highly responsible 
organisation in our community and values its 
respectful and co-operative relations with 
neighbours and other groups.  We seek the 
assistance of all Oxley families in supporting 
this. 

Education Tax refund 

Many of you will be aware of changes to income 
tax deductions for the 2008/2009 income tax 
year to allow you to claim up to $750 for 
primary students and $1500 for secondary 
students.  In order to be eligible you must keep 
records of your eligible expenses and simply add 
them in as eligible deductions in next year’s tax 
return.  A separate Government fact sheet has 
been included for your information.  If you 
require more help please visit the Australian 
Taxation Office website at www.ato.gov.au . 

Enrolments for 2009 

We again remind you that, if your child is not 
continuing on at Oxley College in 2009, you are 
required to give the College one term’s notice, in 
writing, addressed to the Principal, also 
informing us of the school your child will be 
attending in 2009.  This information will need to 
be given to us by the end of Term 3.  Please be 
reminded that if we do not have one term’s 
notice in writing, one term’s fees in lieu will be 
charged to your account and there will be no 
refund of fees paid in advance. 

Group Photos 

We have received all group photos taken during 
Term 2.  Family photos have been sent home via 
the students.  Music and Sport group photos, 
plus House Captains photos are on display in the 
passageway outside Student Reception.  Students 
in these photos have been given an envelope for 
their orders.  Please follow the prompts on the 
envelope for ordering and return to the Office.  
Orders need to be at the Office by 
Wednesday, 13th August. 

School shoes in Lost Property 

We currently have over 20 pairs of black lace up 
school shoes in Lost Property.  We have tried 
various ways of getting the rightful owners to 
claim their shoes, but this has not worked.  
Students have now been notified that as of 
Monday, 4th August, all unclaimed shoes will be 
either discarded or sent to the LMC Op Shop for 
re-sale.  Parents, please ensure that your child 
has his/her school shoes.  If they do not, maybe 
you would like to visit Lost Property before 
Monday and claim your child’s shoes. 
 

Dagmar Hoffman 
Office Manager / Registrar 

 
 

MUSIC 

A warm welcome back to all our instrumental 
students, and a special welcome to those who are 
commencing lessons for the first time this term.  
With many students involved in ‘Fiddler’ the 
orchestra, preparing for upcoming AMEB exams 
or rehearsing for the upcoming musical Soiree 
Evenings, we have a busy term ahead! 

Soiree Evenings  

Our annual musical Soiree Evenings will be held 
on Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st August.  
There will be 4 performances over the 2 nights, 
with mostly Junior School students performing 
from 7-8pm each night, and Senior School 
students from 8:30-9:30pm (with an 
‘intermission’/ supper break in between).  A 
letter was sent home to parents of instrumental 
students last week.  If you have any queries, or 
your child is unable to participate on a certain 
night, please phone Mrs Rouse in the Office on 
9727 9938 as soon as possible, as programmes 
are currently being planned. 

Withdrawal from Instrumental 
Lessons 

Any students who are planning to discontinue 
instrumental lessons at the end of Term 3 need to 
notify the Music Secretary in writing 
immediately, as one term’s notice is required 
when discontinuing lessons. 
 

Catherine Rouse 
Music Secretary 

 



  

DONATIONS FOR ART DEPT 

The Oxley College Art Department is always 
happy to receive donations of unwanted 
(suitable) magazines for use in class.  Topics 
may include gardening, general interest, travel, 
nature, cars, etc.  If you have any unwanted 
magazines that you are happy to donate, please 
deliver these items to the Resource Centre. 
 

Jason Lau 
Senior Art Teacher 

 
 

RESOURCE CENTRE 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Where:   The Resource Centre 
    Parent viewing:   8:15 am - 4:15 pm 
    Student viewing: Class time 
 
 
    Payment: Orders with payment need to 
                  be received by 14th August, 2008 
                  Cash, Cheque or **Credit Card 
(                **Credit Card minimum $10) 
 
 
 
 

Book Week    

18th-22nd August 
The theme for this year’s book week is “FUEL 
YOUR MIND” – a fantastic theme when your 
consider all the positive ways we can fuel our 
children’s minds, from the literature they read, 
TV shows they watch, music they listen to, 
computer games and sports they play, even  the 
foods they eat. 
 
Over the next few weeks in the Junior Library 
classes, Mrs. Kamphuis-Gall will be highlighting 
the CBC Shortlisted books and has great 
activities planned. 
 
Our guest speaker for Junior School is Mr. 
Richard Galbraith (15th & 18th August).  More 
details closer to the day. 
 

Ruth Hogg 
Resource Centre Manager 

 
 

CAREERS 

ICT & Careers Expo 2008 

For - Years 9-12 students, parents, teachers 
When - 10am-4pm, Sat. 2 August at 
Memorial Hall, Melbourne High School, Forrest 
Hill, South Yarra 
 
All students & parents welcome! 
Did you know that the IT industry is one of the 
fastest growing career markets in Australia?  
Don’t miss out on your opportunity to hear guest 
speakers talk about their experiences in the 
industry. 
 
Thinking of studying IT Applications, Software 
Development or VET IT in Year 12?  Come 
along to some free sessions to give you hints and 
tips on how to succeed and where you can go 
with these senior IT subjects. 
Are you into cars?  Come and hear Kimberley 
Negrin talk about her experiences working for 
Ford. 
Think IT is just for boys?  Vic ICT for Women 
hosts a forum for girls on ICT pathways and how 
you can get the career you want. 
Do you love games?  The Academy of 
Interactive Entertainment tells you how you can 
get into the gaming industry. 

Come to the Book Fair   
(4 – 8 August) 
to find something  
NEW and EXCITING 
to read! 

Featuring books, CDs, DVDs & 
Videos for tiny tots to teenagers 



  

Want to save the planet?  Evan Davey and John 
Cameron, DuPont Innovation Award Winners, 
show you how by using cutting edge web-based 
IT and environmental expertise. 
Not sure about getting a job in the ICT industry?  
The Australian Computer Society answers all 
your questions about the industry and tells you 
about ICT trends making it one of the fastest 
growing industries in Australia! 
Know that you are made for IT?  Listen to 
Andrew Owen who has worked on graphic work 
for U2, short film, TV pilots, film and game 
concept art, talk about his IT journey and how 
much he loves the industry.   
Mythbusters for parents.  Come along to an 
interactive forum designed especially for parents 
to dispel the myths about careers in ICT.  Hear 
from employers, recruiters, educators and young 
professionals in the field about the highly 
rewarding and diverse opportunities available for 
young people considering a career in ICT.  Light 
refreshments will also be provided. 
For updates on the program, visit 
www.ictweek.vitta.org.au. 

University and TAFE Open Days 

These days are a great way to explore tertiary 
study options.  Year 10 is NOT too early to start 
visits; Yr 12 is getting a bit late to start.  For 
courses which require an interview, audition or 
folio presentation in Year 12, as part of the 
selection process, attendance is essential. 
 
OPEN DAYS: August (usually 10am-4pm) 
Sat 2 - Monash (Gippsland, Berwick, Parkville, Peninsula) 

Sun 3 - Monash (Clayton, Caulfield);  La Trobe (Bendigo) 

Sun 10 - Deakin (Waterfront at Geelong & Waurn Ponds);   
Gordon TAFE (Geelong);  La Trobe (Mildura, Shepparton);   
RMIT (City, Brunswick, Bundoora);  Sunraysia TAFE (Mildura);   
Victoria Uni (Footscray Park);  William Angliss TAFE 

Sat 16- Holmesglen TAFE (Chadstone, Moorabbin, Waverley) 

Sun 17 - Australian Catholic Uni (Melbourne);  Deakin  
(Warrnambool);  Melb Uni (Parkville & St Kilda Rd - VCA);   
South West TAFE (Warrnambool) ;  Sunraysia TAFE (Swan Hill);  
Swinburne (Hawthorn, Lilydale, Prahran) 

Get the most out of Open Day 

Preparation is the KEY; try the following 
suggestions: 
*  Obtain an Open Day Program (on-line), to 
plan your visit. 
(www.swinburne.edu.au/studentrecruitment, 
www.latrobe.edu.au/openday, 
www.deakin.edu.au/openday or at the university 
on the day.   

*  Read the program beforehand to check the 
times of talks and demonstrations, etc, so you 
attend at the best time 
*  Arrive early, and allow yourself a couple of 
hours at each campus 
*  Write out questions you want answered and 
find staff to answer them (eg What ‘majors’ can 
you study?  Are there limits on numbers in any 
subjects?) 
*  Ask questions about career prospects of 
graduates.  What are graduates doing? 
*  Collect brochures about courses which interest 
you 
*  Talk to current students about their course to 
get their perspectives 
*  If you are concerned about not obtaining the 
ENTER for the course that interests you, ask 
about the possibility of transfer after 1st year.  
What is recommended? 
*  Look at the facilities available and make 
comparisons with other universities offering the 
same/similar courses.  Where would you prefer 
to be? 
*  Find out about clubs and societies available 
*  Consider transport/parking issues.  Perhaps 
travel to Open Day the way you will travel if you 
enrol there.  Will you will be happy with this for 
3 or 4 years? 
*  Look at accommodation available on campus 
if you plan to live away from home.  Find out 
when you need to book a place, and how much it 
will cost. 

Want to be a Plumber? 

 The Master Plumbers and Mechanical Services 
Assoc. of Australia (MPMSAA) Group Training 
Scheme employs 160 plumbing apprentices and 
places them with a Host Employer in the trade.  
Plumbing and gas-fitting work involves 
installing and repairing heating/ ventilation, 
general plumbing/ drainage, roofing and gas-
fitting applicable to domestic, commercial and 
industrial sites.  Applicants should consider 
completing pre-employment training such as the 
Cert II in Building & Construction (Plumbing 
Pre-Apprenticeship).  This course is delivered at 
various TAFE Institutes.  Info:  9329 9622 or 
email: 
 employment@mpmsaa.org.au; 
www.plumbingcareer.com.au.   



  

Behind the scenes in the Air 
Transportation Industry 
 
Swinburne is hosting field trips for students 
contemplating a career in the air transport 
industry.  They include a visit to Melbourne 
airport, a presentation by Melbourne Flight crew 
base of Virgin Blue, a visit to the Qantas 
Simulator Centre at Essendon and a visit to 
General Flying Services at Moorabbin Airport.  
Attendees (max. 2 per school) will travel by bus 
from Swinburne (Hawthorn), leaving at 8am, 
Tues. 22 July or Tues. 2 Sept (return at 4.30pm).  
Cost: free, lunch provided. 

Information Sessions for Students 
with a Disability  

Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre has 
sessions to assist successful entry of students 
with disabilities into tertiary education.  Hear 
VTAC Deputy Director, selection officers, 
National Disability Co-ordination officer, 
Director of Career Education Assoc. of Victoria, 
and tertiary students with a disability.  Auslan 
interpreters provided.  When/where: Mon 25 
Aug, Camberwell Centre, 340 Camberwell Rd, 
Camberwell; OR Thurs 28 Aug, Western Lecture 
Theatre (near car park 1), La Trobe Uni, 
Kingsbury Drive, Bundoora (both 6.15-9.15pm, 
with speakers starting @ 7pm.  Reg. by 8 Aug 
with Disability Coordination Officer, 9686 2354 
or ekapsalos@imvc.com.au.  
 

Year 10 Information Night at La Trobe 
University 

Year 10 students/parents are invited to a VCE 
Information Evening.  Get information and 
advice to plan VCE studies in preparation for 
university entry.  When: 6-8pm, Wed 30 July; 
Where: Bundoora; Info: 1300 135 045; Book:  
www.latrobe.edu.au/study/events.  

Want to work in Public Relations? 

Ask a PR practitioner the overriding skill a 
person needs to be successful in PR and the 
answer invariably is the ability to write.  The PR 
Careers Day will give insight into the PR 
industry with industry practitioners and RMIT 
staff giving presentations.  The day is 
recommended to anyone considering PR as a 
career, providing a realistic, up-to-date overview 
of the industry and employment opportunities.  

When: 10am-3pm, Sat 6 Sept; Where: RMIT, 
Building 108, Level 9, Lecture Theatre 16, 239 
Bourke St, Melbourne; Cost: $55, incl 
refreshments & light lunch; Reg. by: 2 Sept.  Inf: 
Jenny on 9925 5658, 
jenny.tserkezidis@rmit.edu.au, 
www.rmit.edu.au/bus/events/careers/pr;  

Want to work in Advertising? 

There’s more to advertising than the fleeting 30 
seconds we see on TV screens.  RMIT’s 
Advertising Careers Day gives prospective 
students the chance to see the ‘big picture’, 
presented by advertising professionals.  RMIT’s 
advertising programs have a great record in 
educating, training and placing graduates in this 
fiercely competitive industry.  The day is for 
anyone considering advertising as a career.  Get 
an up-to-date overview of the industry and 
employment.  When: 10am-3pm, Sat 23 Aug; 
Where: RMIT, Bldg 108, Level 9, Lecture 
Theatre 16, 239 Bourke St, Melbourne; Cost: 
$55 (incl refreshments and lunch).  Reg. by: 19 
Aug. Info: Jenny on 9925 5658, 
jenny.tserkezidis@rmit.edu.au. 
 

Graham Broderick 
Careers Advisor 

 
 

SPORT 

Junior Sport Report 

Congratulations to Luke Kearsley (Year 6) for 
making the Reserves list for the Victorian 
Schools Basketball team following his 
attendance at a selection camp during the school 
holidays.  Years 3 and 4 students commenced 
their 5 week Gymbus program last week with 
much enthusiasm.  Years 3 - 6 students have 
begun training for our House Basketball 
Competition.  All the students and senior 
coaches are excited about the competition.  
 

Emma Bartlett 
Junior Sports Co-ordinator 

Years 8-9 Table Tennis Boys 

On 19th June Plenty Valley took on our Years 8-
9 boys in table tennis.  Clearly, they were 
distracted by our scenic Stadium and school as 
our boys applied more topspin and slice on their 
way to a victory of 8- 2.  Congratulations to the 



  

following boys,  (listed in standard order) on 
their efforts: Bruce Ho, Patrick Biedrzycki, Glenn Saward, 
James McFadden, Leigh Van De Vlugt, Mitchell O'Brien, Justin 
Chan and Shing Cheong Kam. 

Year 7 Girls Basketball (Blue) Win 
their EISM Sport Division! 

What a term for the Year 7 (Blue) basketball 
team going through undefeated.  The Red team's 
only loss was to the mighty Blue team.  So it was 
Oxley 1st and 2nd at season’s end!  Teams were 
nicknamed combining their wonderful captain’s 
names.  Prospects look great for future Senior 
School girls’ basketball teams.  Our girls 
behaved well, competed with great 
sportsmanship and were a pleasure to coach.  
Captains and championship team: 
 
2nd overall -  Oxley Red "Telias!"  
Captains and tied MVPS: 
Teagan Oostwoud – Cogley & Amelia Schiavello 

Div.  winners - Oxley Blue "Kellexes! " 
Kelly Winger & Alex Wolfe (Co Captains and tied MVPs): 
Melissa Burley, Hannah Womersley, Jacqueline O'Riley, Stephanie 
Bree, Catherine Dillon, Amelia Hunter, Josephine Roberts, Bridget 
McKimmie-Doherty 

Senior Boys Soccer 

The team played Plenty Valley and, amid 
slippery conditions, were defeated 0-3.  Great 
play from Travis Salomons, Lachlan Boyd, Sean Law.  Best 
team player was David Mitchell. 
 

Gavin Fox 
Physical Education Teacher 

Year 7 Boys Hockey Red Team get 
the job done 

The game against Alphington Grammar school 
was more than just the last ‘home and away 
game’ of Term 2.  Oxley Red was in 1st place on 
the ladder coming into this game and, with a 
win, would secure top spot and season victory.  
Alphington had just come off a solid win and 
were hitting some late season form.  Oxley was 
victorious with a 4-0 score and remained in top 
spot to win the Year 7 EISM Central Division 
Hockey for 2008.  Congratulations to the boys 
and a special “Thank you” goes to their captain, 
Jake Smith.  Team players: 
Callum Braun, Dejaun Ferriere, Daniel Fusco, Alex Ikin, Zachary 
Madrid, Bryce Muurling, Max Privitera, Blake Serzycki, Lucas 
Shaw, Jake Smith (c), Jonathan So, Mark Taylor, Jason Walker. 

Senior Boys Basketball Slams 
Opposition 

At the end of the first half of the season Oxley is 
undefeated recording 3 wins and 1 draw and 
performing well.  The first 2 weeks of Term 2 
have Oxley pitted against Plenty Valley and 
Alphington Grammar, 2 teams we have not met 
in the first half.  Our team has a good balance of 
height, size speed and ball handling skill which 
opposition teams have found difficult to counter 
to date.  If the boys put their best basketball 
together in the second half they may go all the 
way.  We are looking forward to future 
challenges.  The team: 
Nicholas Massarotti (c), Simon Alger, Michael Day, Martin 
Dieleman, Daniel Gaschk, Troy Guthrie, Nathaniel Henderson, 

Zach Hooper, Chris Kotze, Luke Taylor. 
 

Earl Moore 
Physical Education Teacher 

 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

Entertainment Books 2008-2009 

A big “thank you” goes to all the families who 
have taken advantage of this offer. 
 
Entertainment Book sales help to raise much 
needed funds for our school.  They may be 
purchased for $65.00 each from the Office.  
Please note there are new offers available in this 
edition. 
 

Felicity Cutting 
P & F President 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

National Christian Schools Basketball  
Congratulations to the following students who 
have been selected to represent Victoria at the 
National Christian Schools Basketball 
Championships to be held in Queensland in 
August: 
Year 8 -Renee Robinson, Paige Tomlins, Joshua Henderson,  
 Corey Jeffs; 
Year 9 – Jamie Cubitt, Thomas Wright, Cameron Greenwood,  
 Regan Grimwood 
Year 10 - Jordan Etches, Nathaniel Henderson 
Year 11 – Kaitlyn Parsons 



  

Dance Award 
Congratulations to Gabrielle Blanksby for 
achieving ‘honours with distinction’ in Oscar 
Level in Latin American Dance on the 22nd of 
June.  This is the highest mark you can achieve 
in the highest examination level possible! 
 
 
National Honour for Service 
Zac Bradley (Year 10) is a Venturer with the 1st 
Lilydale Venturer Unit and, for over a year, has 
been involved with a group for disabled scouts.  
Fortnightly he has attended meetings, assisting 
with activities, camps and helping with various 
needs.  Many of these scouts are in wheelchairs 
and often unable to help themselves.  As a result 
of Zac's dedication to this group and his 
brilliance with these scouts, he has been selected 
as a member of the 28 strong Australian 
contingent to the 10th Nippon Agoonoree (an 
international Jamboree for Scouts & Guides with 
special needs) in Japan in August.  They will 
enjoy a 3 day adventure stopover in Thailand 
and then attend the Agoonoree in Kobe.  Zac 
will be involved in a conservation project with 
the Japanese Scouts, have a home stay with a 
Japanese family and visit Tokyo.  A trip on the 
Bullet Train and a day in Disneyland (Tokyo) is 
on the itinerary too!!  Very well done and well 
deserved, Zac! 
 
 
Baby Congratulations 
A baby girl to Mrs Safina Walsh (teaching staff), 
born 23rd July – Arieta Para Hope Walsh – 7lbs 
9ozs.  Welcome Arieta! 
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What a wonderful project this is and it is time to 
start this year’s boxes!  Through the process of 
filling a box, our children learn to give in a 
meaningful way.  They don’t just give money – 
they give love!  They carefully choose each item 
with the recipient it in mind.  Every box blesses 
one of the world’s poorest children in Cambodia 
and Oxley students are involved in every step of 
the process. 
 
This year, our Year 10 students will again help 
sort and pack the boxes into cartons bound for 
Cambodia at the Samaritan’s Purse headquarters.  
In January, 2009, students finishing Year 11 will 
again have the opportunity to travel to Cambodia 
to distribute the boxes and watch with delight as 
these precious children and their families open 
their gifts.  They will also visit the Pre-school 
you made possible by donating over $13,750 last 
year.  This project is ahead of schedule and due 
to open in September.  We hope to send over 500 
boxes to Cambodia again this year!  In this issue 
of ‘The Vine’ is the brochure that shows how to 
pack a box if you haven’t done so before or need 
reminding.  If you are able, also include $8 (the 
cost of getting it there) and a letter with a photo 
of your family.  Cambodian people are very 
relational.  From the experience of watching the 
children open their boxes, we know that when a 
child opens a box with a photo in it, they run and 
show their friends before they even look at the 
toys in the box.  It really matters to know who 
has sent the gifts!  Letters sent are read to them 
by translators. 
 
Let’s fill the foyer of the Administration building 
with boxes by Monday, 6th October.  Get your 
boxes to your Home Group teachers as soon as 
they are finished, as this is a short term.  
Immense thanks to all of you for your past 
support of this great project and to all of you 
who will again pack one or more boxes.  If more 
boxes are required, students should see their 
Home Group teacher. 



  

NOTICE BOARD 

UNIFORM SHOP   -   Ph:  9727 3994 

Gate 6,   15 - 49 Old Melbourne Road 

 
Tuesdays    &   Thursdays (term  time) 
8.15 - 9am   &   1.00 - 4.30pm 
 
Uniform regulations and price list are available 
at the Office or Uniform Shop. 

 
 

OXLEY WEBSITE 

The Oxley Classifieds are a convenient way to 
both buy and sell items directly related to the 
broader education of your child such as 
textbooks, uniform and musical instruments. 
To advertise or purchase second-hand items 
please go to: 
 
http://online.oxley.vic.edu.au/index.php 
username:  parent 
password:  Oxley 
 
The Vine newsletter is now available to 
download online via the Oxley website – 
www.oxley.vic.edu.au 
 

BOB STEWARTS ANNUAL SALE 

Bob Stewarts of Kew, the company who 
manage our Uniform Shop, are holding their 
Annual Sale which runs from Wednesday, 23rd 
July - Friday, 1st August.  Items include brand 
name business shirts, jeans, casual shirts and 
jackets, pure wool knitwear, suits and 
accessories. 

 

2008  CALENDAR 

July Thur 31  ‘Fiddler’ Performance 
Aug Fri 1 Matinee & Performance 
 Mon–Fri 4–8 Book Fair 
 Mon 4 VTAC Information Evening 
 Tues 5 P-6 Parent Teacher 

 Interviews 
 Thur 7 P-6 Parent Teacher  

Interviews 
Year 10 into 11 Information 
Evening 

 Mon–Fri 11–15 Medieval Week 
 Tues–Sun 12–17 National Christian Schools 

Basketball Tour 
 Wed 13 JSHAA Music Festival 
 Fri 15 School at Work 
 Mon–Fri 18–22 Book Week 
 Wed–Thur 20–21 Musical Soiree Evenings 
 Fri 22 Tabloid Sports 

Year 10 Dinner 
 Mon-Fri 25-29 International Week 
 Tues 26 Seniors & Grandparents Day 

Kookaburra’s Fathers’ Night 
 Wed 27 3rd Gardasil Vaccination 

2nd Hep B 
 Thur 28 Echidna’s Fathers’ Night 
 Fri 29 Year 11 Dinner 
Sept Fri 1 EISM Golf Day 
 Tues– Fri 2–5 Year 9 Camp 
 Wed 3 School at Work 
 Fri 5 Year 12 Interim Reports 
 Fri 19 Last day Term 3 
Oct Mon 6 First Day Term 4 (Summer 

Uniform) 
 Thur 9 Yr 9 into 10 Information 

Night 
 Tue 14 Junior School Zone Athletics 
 Wed 15 School at Work 
 Sat 18 1988-1998-2008 Past 

Students’Assoc. Reunion 
 Wed 22 Year 12 Last Day 
 Fri 24 Year 12 Dinner 
 Mon-Tue 27-28 Mock Election 
 Wed 29 EISM Yr 7 Boys Cricket 

Day 
 Thur 30 Prep-3 House Athletics 
 Fri 31 VCAA Exams commence 
Nov Mon-Fri 3-21 VCAA Exams continue 
 Tue 4 Melbourne Cup Day 
 Tue 11 Remembrance Day 
 Thur 13 School at Work 
 Fri 14 Yrs 5-6 part. Athletics 
Dec Thur 11 Last Day Term 4 

 
 


